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REPORT OF TIE CIVIL LERONAFUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Lccident Invalvmgr Lircraft
During . Local Plea~urc rlightl

John Henry Culp znd Edgar Earl K:Lrl{patrlck werc fatally injured in an
accident which occurred approximately 3% miles southwast of Stemford, Texas,
gbout 3352 p.m. on September 12, 1943. Culp, age 16, held ~ student pilot
cortific=te And had flown eprroxiwetely 16 hours, 4 of which werc sclo,
Kirkpatrick, &z 18, z2lso ncla a student prlot cortaficate, e hod reoceived
o few hours of cual insiruction and had not soloeds The aircrafi, a Porter-
field CP-50, NC 25413, owned by Tnorrs Vernon Lovvorn, Elmer Wedeking and
V. J. Valska, was destroyed by impact and Fire.

Culp touk orf from the Stamfora Munaicipel Alrport cbout 2:30 u. Tl 5 and
by previous arranpencnt landed on an suxsliary f121d, approximately 15 mles
away, where he packed up Xirkpatrick. Shortly tncwreaf'bor thay wore seen {ly-
wr low ovor € niarby lake cnd the Stonford golf courss. The plane was nest
cbserved lendirg om0 farm 4 midlos «wt of Staninrd., Apparently Culp be-
came apprehensive ¢boul the mushy condatien of the farm faeld, as he hed
Rirkpatrick deplene to lishben the lood. T then ruac 2 tike-off ond linded
1 a nearby rield where Kirkpatrick agein boarded the plane, They took off,
clirbed to a safe allatude and proceeded to put on o shor for some of thear
hgh school friends by executing a locp and a spin. One witness stated that
Culp then cireled his home 2t zn altilnde lower than the housctop, zoomed
the house and dropped a paper sack of flour on the roci. Following this
the pilot dived =t a truck 1n a drivewtry and in so doing struck and scvercd
pewer lane wires leadaing from the hirhway to the hovse. The plane vesred to
the loft, collided with wares crossirg the higlwmy, and crasncd on the 1aft
wing; nd nose, It cought firc immedictely

Investismtion disclesed no cvilenee of failure of any part of the 1ir-
erzft prior to the aceidents Dual conlbrols were installed ond ovperative.
Parachutes were nol worn by ths occupsnte.

The"prnbablo cmuse of this werxaent was aclion of the pilel in flying
recklecsly it dangerously low -] fitudes withovt regerd for the safcty of him-
sell’ or nthers
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